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WELCOME!   
 

It’s been an exceptionally busy few months with a record 

number of collection days organised.  We also wished 

our Machu Picchu climbers good luck as they embarked 

on this year’s main challenge event in September 

(details on page 2). 
 

But the highlight of our year was celebrating our 21st  

anniversary and paying tribute to you all for helping us 

get to this momentous milestone in the charity’s history.  
 

Now with the final run up to Christmas we would like to 

take this opportunity of wishing all our volunteers and  

supporters our warmest wishes and thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Churchill Memorial Concerts Trust was  
established in 1993 to distribute the  proceeds of 
The Churchill Memorial Concert, held annually at  
Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire.  Each year, the  
trustees select four or five Oxfordshire-based  
organisations, for whom local funding is crucial, 
and we are thrilled that this year Dogs for the  
Disabled is to be one of the lucky recipients. 
 
Trust fundraisers Rachel Butler and Allison Pratt,  
accompanied by activity dog Pepsi, attended a 
presentation on 9th October. 
  
In recognition of the donation, expected to be 
several thousand pounds, a puppy has been 
named ‘Winston Churchill’ (Winston for short), and 

we will ensure 
that the  
trustees are 
kept up to 
date with his 
progress  
during his 
puppy  
socialising 
year. 

Sainsbury’s (Banbury) 
 

Chosen earlier this 
year as their Charity of 
the Year,  the staff and 
customers are  busy 
fundraising.   
 

Store Manager, Steve 
Martin who also rides a  
motorbike  arranged a 
Scottish Highland Motorbike Tour  on Saturday 17 
October with 20 riders, each donating £50 to the 
charity. 
 

They covered over one thousand miles in total and it 
took about 8 hours to get to their destination.  

 
AKA Case Management (Nottingham) 

 

A team of 14 people  
recently took part in a 
47 mile relay race and 
completed it in 1.5 
hours between them.   
 

The sun shone and with 
a good team spirit they 
raised £750 to help 
the charity purchase 
a puppy, Sammy!   

 

AKA Case Management provides a professional  
service based on a clinical case management 
model for people affected by brain injury, Dogs for 
the Disabled were chosen by their clients as their 
charity to support.  See their website 
www.akacasemanagment.com 

Sponsored pup Winston. 



 

Forty six intrepid trekkers completed the four day 
Inca Trail trek in Peru recently. Thanks to everyone 
who took part,  Dogs for the Disabled will be able to 
support and train more dogs for disabled people. 
Donations are still coming in and we will have the 
final figure soon.  
 
Nick Barker, one of the adventurous group and 
Head of Operations at Dogs for the Disabled, gives 
us an insight into his experience of a lifetime: 
 
“After a day at Cusco to acclimatise to the high  
altitude, we had a brief two hour trek around the 
Inca village of Pisac to see how we coped with 
walking at this altitude.  Having survived the initial 
walk, we then had four hard days of camping and 
trekking up to a height of 4,200 metres.  
 
“We started about 7am in the morning, with a 

break for lunch when the porters would produce an amazing meal to keep us going for the rest of the day. 
The fortunate few would finish hiking up and down the mountain just before sunset, while some brave 
 individuals would still be descending the mountain in the pitch black and, on one occasion, in a tremendous 
thunderstorm.  

 
“The scenery was amazing with fantastic views of the Andes mountain range changing to the cloud forest as 
we  descended.  Everyone managed to overcome the hazards of altitude sickness and successfully made it 
to the fantastic Inca ruins of Machu Picchu. 

 
“This was the charity’s third overseas challenge with some of the hikers - Ali, Ian and Lynne - having taken part 
in all three. Ali and Ian (who are the Ant and Dec of the Dogs for the Disabled Overseas Challenges!)  
organised the awards night on the final evening with some exceptional awards handed out – thanks go to 
Andy, Liz, Phil, Dean and especially Joanne. 

 
“The trek was again very well organised by Action for Charity and we are now looking forward to the next trek 
in Nepal in 2011.  Already, several of the Machu Picchu trekkers are organising some training weekends in 
readiness for the Himalayas!”  

 
Why don’t you join us?  
 
To find out more contact Action For Charity,  Newcourt House, New Street, Lymington, Hamshire, SO41 9BQ 
Telephone: 0845 408 2698   Email: events@actionforcharity.co.uk   or  visit  
http://www.actionforcharity.co.uk/eventdetailsnew2.asp/urlsearch/Trek-Nepal 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

On Sunday 11 October , 19 incredible fundraisers signed up for the charity’s 
first SKYDIVE event which was held at Hinton Airfield, nr Banbury. 
 

When we launched the challenge  back in July we had no idea that the  
response would be so fantastic and with such enthusiasm. 
 

Client Hayley Rayner who has assistance dog Uska, also signed up for the 
event— together with two members of staff  (Claire Lush, Puppy Team and  
Jill Stirling, Reception). 
 

A Welcome Party of family, friends and well-wishers stood watching as the 
event unfolded and were there to raise a big hearty cheer at the end! 

And if you thought Skydiving wasn’t scary enough, then what 
about spending overnight in possibly the second most haunted 
location in the country? 
 
On Friday 20 November there will be 25 members of staff  
undertaking an overnight vigil at the spooky Fallstaff Museum, 
Stratford-upon-Avon.  There will be no electricity, no heating, 
lighting or home comforts just a few torches and some ghost 
finding equipment to keep us amused!  We will be joined by  
guest medium, Dave Vickers, there will also be psychic  
workshops and vigils in the most haunted areas. 
 
Please think of us as you are safely tucked up in your warm, 
cosy beds—and if you want to sponsor us, all you need to do is 
go to our shared Just Giving page: 
 
http://www.justgiving.com/

DogsforthedisabledSponsoredScreamNight 
 

Charity Ghost Hunt Charity Ghost Hunt Charity Ghost Hunt Charity Ghost Hunt ----The Falstaff ExperienceThe Falstaff ExperienceThe Falstaff ExperienceThe Falstaff Experience    

Pictured left to right: 
Group photo; Jill Stirling, 
Hayley Rayner, Claire Lush 



Dogs for the Disabled, The Frances Hay Centre, Blacklocks Hill, Banbury, Oxon OX17 2BS  
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TICKFORD PRIMARY 

SCHOOL, NEWPORT 

PAGNELL:  Following a 
talk by puppy  
socialisers, Yasmin 
Smyth and Julie  
Davies back in March, 
the school adopted 
the charity and raised 
a total of  £840 from 
their School Summer 
Fete.  Yasmin very 
kindly accepted the 
donation on behalf of the charity. 
 
SUTTON COLDFIELD FIRE SERVICE:  We were invited 
to have a charity table on 5 September which 
raised £139.54.   The event was very well  handled 
by  puppy socialisers Shirley Watts and Derinda 
Franks, and supported by a host of volunteers and 
clients—Well Done! 
 
BANBURY CANAL 

DAY:  At this year’s 
annual event the 
theme was ghosts 
and ghouls!   
Supporters Patrick 
and Jane Cruse 
once again offered 
to raise funds for the 
charity.   
 
Their narrowboat “Mr Badger” - and crew—were 
decked out in Ghostbusters costumes.  Not only 
did they win first prize as the best charity stand but 
raised a massive £541.23!   
 
Thank you to all the puppy socialisers who went 
along to support the event. 
   

WEBBS OF  WYCHBOLD,  

Nr DROITWICH:  Our first 
ever collection day at 
this garden centre on 4 
October was a  
resounding success.   
Volunteer Alan Chater, 
organised a group of 
collectors, puppy  
socialisers and clients to 
take part and raised 
£504.63.  Webbs were 
pleased to help us and 
have offered us further  opportunities to fundraise. 
 
FRIENDS OF COLLIERS WOOD,  NOTTS:  For the last three 
years we have been supported by this group, who 
have arranged an annual dog show during August in 
the lovely grounds of Colliers Wood.    A big thank you 
to the partnerships who went along to support the 
event  - especially to Ken Heathcote with assistance 
dog, Petra, for accepting the donation of  £375.11 on 
behalf of the charity. 
 
24HOUR SHEEP SHEARING MARATHON, DEVON:  This was 
definitely a first for us!  Supporter Phil Bridgman from 
Winkleigh, Devon, undertook this unusual challenge 
over 14/15 August.  Thanks go to clients Kirsty Stewart, 
Phil Day and Jamie Sutherland for going along in  
support and especially to Jamie for accepting the  
donation of  £1970 on behalf of the charity.   
 

Phil was so pleased with the success of the event he’s 
already planning another fundraiser for next year! 
 

Back in June we proudly announced that Ida, one of 

our brood bitches had given birth to seven pups.   
 

And now we want to add to that ... 

Willow, another 

brood bitch, had 11 

healthy pups on 3 

October—seven 

girls and four boys.  

This is Willow’s third 

litter; she’s doing 

really well but a bit 

tired! 


